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Executive Summary

The need forculturally relevant services in the Latino community in Denver is aute

Servicios de La Raza has taken a leadership role in securing a safer and better community for
Denver LatinosIn order to be certain that the momentum of SDLR keeps pace with community
need,this Needs Assessment was commissioned. Several key findings indicate that SDLR is
being responsive to her constituents; however seetmnomic and environmental conditions

have caused higher unemployment, lower educational achievement, greater need for basic
necessities and assistaniteaccessing health care.
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in which they occur. l&ough positive educational experiences for Latinos occur, they are not

the norm. High dropout ratedow access to gifted antalented programscultural and

language barriers betweeteachers and familiesand low Latino teacher to Latino student

ratios make the challenge of navigating traditionallK schooling more difficult for Latinos

SDLR can develop programs designed to keep youth in school and eligible to access higher
education.

The result of poor education, being forced into cultural enyphent niches, over dependence

on female labor, etc. is a weakened labor force for the Denver area. Recent data from the
Current Population Survey shows tlgathile growing in numbersthe Latino population is far

from being a viable contributor to the lateconomy. The chart below shows the general
occupations of Latino workers. Combined, slightly more than 15% of the Latino workforce
considers themselves to be professional or a manager. At the same time over 45% work in jobs
that require little or noeducation, and are among the first to be cut in bad economic times.
Because of these factorsvorkforce development shodlbe a high priority for SDLR by
developingunigue programming that would facilitateducation and skills development, using
on-line access, volunteerism, or other casual work environments.

Urban Latino populations are confronted with health concerns specific to Latinarewahd

urban location. Divided into two large categorigadividual health concemand community

health concens-- the literature shows that Latinos face higher risks of iliness, poor health

status, and lack of use or limitedaass to health serviceBoth the research and the SDLR
constituency agree that health counseling should command a large part of SDiififesc

Areas such as food choice and nutrition counseling, basic hygiene and sanitation, and education
on exercise and immunization will go a long way toward improving the overall health and
wellness of the community.

Finally, SDLR should tak&eadership role in designed programs that enhance and build a sense
of communityfor more marginalized groups (e.g. victims of domestic violence and area
seniors).



Introduction

The needs assessment conducted by Servicios de La Raza (SDLR) gip#ifreservices in

order to develop relevant programmirgased solutiondlt included both internal and external
data and empirical research focused on the types of services rendered by SDLR and needs of
the modern urban Latino community.

The catchment ar@ for SDLR can be identifiggtographically as Latinos living in the urban
corridors of the greater Denver are&lientsof LR include victims dbmestic violence, at
risk youth, individuals encountering batrriers to the health care systeing withHIV/AIDS,
mental health issuegyr families in need of emergency food and clothifiirther identification
includes need based on incommad unemployment.

The needs of the Denver community are gre@n the map below, areas in which people live

closeto or below the household median income ($60,005) are indicated in red, while areas
close to or below the poverty line are indicated in pink.
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Methods

Specific information omrban Latino indidduals were gained by examinifagal data from the
United States Census (2010), thmerican Expenditures Survey (AEXS)Na#gonal Household
Education Survey (2007), the AmericEmeUse Survey (ATUS), the National Center of
Education Statistics (NCES#tional Institute of HealttSurvey (NHIS 2009), the Pew
Foundation Study on Hispani@EW 2008)'he Common Core of Data (CCD),Health
Insurance and Health Care Access (20D&),Youth Risk Behavioral Surveillance System
(YRBSSyarious monthly supplements from Current Pogida Survey (2010 and 2011), the
American Community Survey (26Q@09), and data from the Centers of Disease Control (CDC
2006-2009). Much of the empirical research was under the leadership of Bridget K. Fahey,
temporary Director of Research at QREM, LLC.

Data specific to the neighborhood surrounding the physical SDLR location were obtained
voluntarily. In August, 2010, Servicios deRaza conducted a Neighborhood Needs
Assessment to determine which services being offered at SDLR are considered ¢éatesth
essential by residents. Residents were asked to rate, by level of importance, which services
they would like to see offered by SDLR. Responses were smosedummated (Likert) scale,
and recordecht SDLR

All quantitative data werselected downloaded, anénalyzed using SPSS V.18 statistical
software, ESRI shapefiles printed in Miscrosoft Map 2010, and graphed using 2010 Miscrosoft
Excel and Smartdraw VP 2010. Qualitative data were analyzed using AtlasTi software.

All data were gatheredstored, analyzed and reported according to the ethical and professional
standards maintained by the American Evaluation Association and guidelines adapted for
Human Subjects Research. All private ¢pablic access) data remain the possession and
resporsibility of SDLR.



Findingsg Needs Assessment Survey

In August, 2010, Servicios de la Raza conducted a Neighborhood Needs Assessment to
determine which services being offered at SDLR are considered to be the most essential by
residents. Residents weasked to rate, by level of importance, which services they would like
to see offered by SDLR. Responses were scored and recorded at SDLR, with the analyses
conducted by a third party consultant.

Most of the respondents were male (54%) and lived in mgeaiterational households. In 2010,

the Current Population Survey from the US Census places the average household size for Latino
families close to 4.3 persorisHouseholds were evenly split between the generations with

there being slightly more childrgmer household (2.19) than adults (2.15).
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Health Counseling (sum = 262) and Employment Services (sum = 271) were identified as the
highest priority for residents in attendance. These results match national polling (Gallup &
Quinnipiac) as being highiyportant to all adults in the country. Health care issues and
employment services have been considered the most important issues for over 20 nganths
unprecedented run. This is likely due to the high employment rate and the close association of
employment and health care benefits.

'The average nohatino household size is closer to 2.6 persons per household (US Census 2010).



In the next tier, Education (sum = 157) and Nutrition Counseling (sum = 136) were considered
to be the most important. Again, these two issues have been closely linked in the polls as being
near-critical issues of the pasiecade. Finally, the lowest rated services are Crime Victim
Assistance (su@104) and HIV/AIDS S&res (sum = 95). While domestic violerim

assistance should have scored higher due tbFSPeing a noprofit organization the low score

for HIV/AIDS was expected as mostly families responded to the survey. It is advised that a more
comprehensive survegone that deliberately includes young adults and singles, be taigen

next year.
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people considered them to be more urgent, it is important to determine how respondents

ranked each of the services. The chart below showslkatth, education, and employment

were thought to have the highest priorityl hisindicates that longerm strategies for personal
development are likely to be welkceived by the population. For example, programs with job
training as well as educational components are likely to be more successfile same time,

health and emergecy-service related programs did not receive many of the highest scores.

Scoring Results
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When size of househdlds taken into account and the information from men and women are
examined separately, differeqatterns emerge:

1 The more children living in the home, the lower men rank {ergn improvement
needs (health and education counseling, employment counseling). The opposite is true
for women, however. The more children living in the home, the greater the women
valuethose very opportunities.

1 For the most part, the same pattern holds true when more adults live in the household.
l3AFAYS F2N YSYys (GKS fFNBSNJ KS K2dzaSK2f RQa
interested in longerm , selfimprovement programming. For women, the opposite is
true. The exception to these opinions occurs when there are only two adults living in
the home. The sampled individuals living in this configuration indicate thatteng
selfimprovement progams are of high interest.

1 For men, the greater the number of children living in the hagraad having fewer or
greater than 2 adults living in the household, the less men care about emergency
services programming. Women exhibit similar opinions, untfie point of having
more than three children. Once that threshold has passesmenare highly
interested in having food and clothing distributions programs available.

1 Regardless of household size, or gender, most residents indidader awareness of
the need for HIV services.

9 Senior services, crimelated programs, and chilsafety programs rank significantly higher for
women than for men. Women who value health counseling also value employment
counseling. Conversely, men who value health colimgeank employment counseling lof.

It is important to note thathe sampling was haphazactheing takenat an event that would
encouragegamily participation otler than single people as well as seniors without children
living in their homes. Becauséthis, supplemental data from national dabteses and
empirical research are presented.

Data and research are categorized as follows:
Education

Health

Community and Safety

Workforce Development

=A =4 =8 =9

#Number of adults and children living in the household, as opposed to number of own children or children or
adults not living in the home.

® Food and clothinglistribution programs.

*Itis curious to note that men ranking health counseling high also rank HIV services very low.



Findings: Education
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in which they occur. Although positive educational experiences for Latinos occur, they are not
the norm. High dropout rates (Villalba, 2007; Hill and Torres, 2010), low access to gifted and
talented programs (Ramos, 2010), cultural and language barriers between teachers and families
(Hagedorret. al.,, 2007; Olivos, 2004; Haynes, Phillips, and Goldring, 2010), and low Latino
teacher to Latino student ratios (Kohli, 2009; Fitts and Weism@bQ® among other factors

make the challenge of navigating traditional K schooling more difficult for Latin@s

especially bilingual, lomncome, and/or recent immigrant Latinos (Fitts and Weisman, 2010;
Weisman, Flores, and Valenciana, 2007).

Underachievement by Latino students in public schools has been documented by many
researchers. In many cases, the cause of underachievement can be directly linked to lack of
resources, poor communication between teachers and students, and stereotyping by

educah 2y f LINRPFSaaAzylfa lo2dzi [FGAyYy?2
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the longer Latinos are in the United States the worse they perform academically. That is, later

generations of Latinos often perform less well than do fgsherat? y

2010).
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The chart below shows the educational level of Denver area Latino adults (PEW 2008). Over
one-third of Latino adults (34.5%) stated that they did not have a high school diploma, and over
half of them had only anlementary school education.

Highest Level of Educatior
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While critical for the workforce, the level of adult education has a direct impact on the level of
education realized by the next generation. Essential elements such as funding and access

impede the progressf many Latino youthDifferences in values contribute to student
underachievement. For example, many Latino students are kept out of gifted and talented

programs because traditional methods teachers employ for selecting students for gifted and

talented programs cater to white, middielass students including standardized test and

classroom patrticipation (Ramos, 2010). According to Ramos (2010), in 1994 Latinos comprised
12.7% of all elementary and secondary school students but only made up 6.4% tfetieagd

talented students. This pattern of underachievement and underrepresentation in high

achievement school programs or tracks permeates many facets of schools. Chapa and De La

Rosa (2006) found that Latinos are underrepresented in all parts oéhéegtucation in the U.S.

Oliva (2008) found that there is an information and guidance gap between white, more affluent
schools and minority, loweincome schools where the more affluent schools have more

student access to information about college anddguce during the application process. Oliva
GNRGST GLF LIRataSO2yRINE SRdzOFG2NAR FyR LRfAOe
improve student outcomes, the schools are not likely to do so, meaning that we will continue to
suffer underachievemeras well as the unacceptable and inordinately high dropout rates for
[FGAY2 FTYR 204KSNJ) addzRSyia ¢K2 | NB OdNNByildfe dz

Lack of access to resources also greatly contributes to Latino underachievement (Hill and

Torres, 2010). Hill and Torres (2010) wrote that in terms of schooling, Latinos are the most
segregated and underserved racial or ethnic group in the country. d.edimmunities tend to

have the most poorly equipped schools and the poorest school distrietsding to lack of

instruction materials, teaching resources, and teachers with little experience. Hill and Torres
SNBSS a¢KS NBAa2 dzNOSaultundlly oduaivie balidies ah@pragrén® gegrh 2 LIA Y
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combined with the fact that Latinos have the highest dropout rate of all racial or ethnic groups

in the country paits a dim picture for Latino success. According to the U.S. Department of
Commerce in 2000, only 64% of Latino 18 to 24 year olds had completed high school (Hill and
Torres, 2010).

Millions
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The projections are even more dismal. Despite being the largest growing segment of the
population, young Latinos are not expected to perform any better. According to the 2010 US
Census, Hispanic population is expected to grow four times faster thareshefrthe

population, and that most of that growth will beunger(US Census, 2011At the same time,
the projected rate of public high school graduates is skgimly a few percentage points over
the next ten years (NCES, 2011).

Cultural and languagbarriers can prevent the successful creation of relationships between
teachers and students and teachers and parents. American public schools emerged in part as a
societal tool for encouraging the assimilation during large immigration waves (Hill ares;To

2010); thus there is a strong legacy in public schools to promote the dominant Anglo culture

and English language. Contradicting values between the American public school system and
Latino culture become especially evident with bilingual and bicaltcommunities, especially

those with significant numbers of firsind seconebeneration immigrants (Hill and Torres,

2010; Hagedoret. al.,, 2007).

Language barriers are a significant but surmountable obstacle to student success. There has

been alot of focus by schools on increasing funding for English language learners; however,

these efforts only address a symptom of disconnect between schools and the Latino

communities they serve (Weisman, Flores, and Valenciana, 2007). Bilingual and Bicultura

teachers and schools can actually increase student success. Weisman, Flores, and Valenciana
OHnNnTLVL 6NRGIGST a¢2 o6S3aAAY (2 GNIXryafFz2N)y (KSasS 02
contexts for bicultural students that not only are responsive taitticelltural knowledge but
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The culture of U.S. schools diminishes the importance of cooperation, community learning,
interdependence, and conformityvalues held byatino communities, immigrants, and lew

income families (Hill and Torres, 2010). Thus, children from backgrounds that are not white or
YARRES Ofladaa IINB Fd Fy AYYSRAFGS RAAIFIRGFyYyGF3S
education system there is an avpresent struggle for power, and ultimately humanity,

between bicultural communities and the schools that serve them. Deaepied within this

struggle are conflicting interests and assumptions on the part of the school system that
precludesthesucces¥ [ Ay 2 &adGdzRSyita a ¢Sttt a (GKS | dz
Schools commonly do not understand Latino communities and thus fail to appropriately
communicate information about how parents can be involved. Hagedbral., (2007) wrote,

dhyS 2F (GKS ONRGAOFf A&aadzSa T2NJ aOKz2z2fa Aa K2
process. Although Latino parents are often marginalized in schools due to race, class and

cultural differences, many school personnel suspect Latino par@iot caring about their

OKAf RNBYyQa SRdzOl GA2Yy ¢ CKAA FOGOGAGdzRS NBFt SO
overcome, lingering assumptions and stereotypes held by teachers about their students and
aGdzZRSydaQ FI YA ASa InkiBadSyiére LatinazBtSrg id undedstOadd S & & @
YR aSSy a | LRaAGABS AyTFtdzsSyOS o6& SeRdzOF (i 2 NA
al.,.,, 2007).



Weisman, Flores, and Valencigi2807) found that while Latino students compose about 17%

2T UKS -y2lpophlgighCoier 88% of teachers iR schools are of European American
descent and middle class. This disproportionate representation of white, mallais teachers

in K12 schools puts Latino students at a disadvantage because their cultural and language are
foreign to their teachers, thus creating a natural divide between students and teacher. As a

result, the cultural references, curricular choices, and values helddnhers are differen,

making bridging this gap more difficult for teachers (and unfortunately at times not attempted)
(Kohli, 2009). When teachers value the identities and cultures of minority students, these

students are more motivated to succeed (Weéan, Flores, and Valenciana, 2007). They write,
Go9adlrof AAKAY3I tSIENYAYy3I O02YYdzyAGASAE Ay GKAOK &
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The 2010 US Census recetds5,854 Latino students in the Denver Public School system (NCES,
2011). Of those, only 29,771 are expected to graddatée restre likely to suffer lower and

more transient employment, a greater need for public assistance appdoximately 380@re

likely to end up in the criminal justice systénDespite the dismal educational situation, Latino

I RdzZf 1a fABAY3I AYy S5SY@SNIIFNB 2LIWGAYAAGAO Fo2dzi GKSA
of adults believe that the next generation withve better jobs than they doAlso, 70.3% indicated on

the same survey (PEW, 2008) that they felt they had a good to excellent quality of life. On the other

hand, a clear majority felt that their lives were not improving from year to year (71%).

How confident are you that Hispanic/LATINO
children growing up now in the United States will
have better jobs.

50.0
40.0
30.0
20.0
10.0 - - o -

Very Somewhat  Not too Notatall Don'tknow Refused
confident confident confident confident

Conpare those feelings with educated Latinos, and the numbers are virtually revefggmtoximately
57-62% believe that their lives are improving from yé@ayear. Those Latinos who are educated are
even more optimistic than norducated Latinos. For thesndividuals with some college, business
school, or other possecondary experience, approximately-80% rate the quality of their life very high
and believe their children will have better jobs that they do.

® Calculations based on latest projections available through NAEP.
e Projections based on calculations from the Center of Labor M&teties at Northeastern University.



Workforce

Youth unemployment in the Denver area for Latinos is high. According to the Current
Population Survey (2010), youth Latinos and Latinas in the Denver Aurora Metropolitan
Statistical Area have 2.4 fewer years of education, earn more than $8,000 les$ éandn
minority peers, and suffer an unemployment rate of nearly 11 percentage points greater than
white young adults.

The map below shows that underemployment of young Hispanics permeates all areas of the
city. The darker the shade of blue, the marederemployed Hispanics lives within that Census
boundary. With few exceptions, virtually all young Latinos living in the metropolitan area are
underemployel.
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The academic literature does not readily address the issue of workforce development
programmingor strategies for underserved populations, including underserved urban Latino
populations. The few studies that examine workforce training or educational tyomties for
workforce development emphasize the need for culturally relevant programs, educational
institutions that emphasize diversity at all levels, and mentoring programs within the
workplace.

There is a great need, however to develop culturallgvant programs for young adults to

enter the business communityPrograms that cross educational and workplace boundaries are
highly succesful because they helpreate a supportive environment on campus which
encouraged and enhanced the diversity Latstadents brought (Evans and Greenberg, 2006).
Simlar professional programbiat combine academic and practical trainiggcluding

engineeing are likely to benefit frontraining programs, if they respect the culture and
language of Latinos, can alschéeve success (Salopec, 2003).

As previously stated, diversity is needed at all levels of educaGammunity colleges can

offer a unique environment for postsecondary education and training for Latinos and
underserved populations due to their historically flexible and accessible character (Sullivan,
2007). Although community colleges come with manthefproblems other postsecondary
institutions pose to Latinos, their flexibility, low tuition costs, and connection to the greater
community mitigate some negative influences (Sullivan, 2007). An added benefit of community
colleges as a springboard forgisecondary education for Latinos is that in some states, the
work-first policies associated with the 1996 Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity
Reconciliation Act (commonly known as welfare reform) and the 1998 Workforce Investment
Act allow indiviluals to attend community colleges to pursue additional work training while
receiving government assistance (Shaw and Goldradl, 2006).

Undocumented students face a plethora of challenges when it comes to postsecondary

education and the benefits thatdaitional trainings and education can have for employment

(Abrego and Gonzales, 2010). These challenges include financial barriers, low educational
achievement; including education in schools with few resources, and a family history of lower
educationalattainment. For undocumented students, these challenges are compounded by

changes in their legal status with the United States. Until an undocumented student graduates

from high school, they are considered eligible for a free public education; howgwam, u

AN Rdzl GA2Yy GKAA LINRPGSOGAZ2Y SOFLERNIGSaod l 6 NB 3
[undocumented individuals] face the dilemmas of finding-foitlpart-time work. Such

decisions are complicated by the need to make further choices abatindrand working
AffS3ALEfeodé [ SAlLE fAYAOGFGAZ2YAa 2y FRYAGUAY 3T dz
institutions and programs further compound the problems these individuals face and serve as a

huge deterrent to continued education and traigittAbrego and Gonzales, 2010).

Mentoring Programs in the Workplace
Mentors are extremely important for improving Latino success in the labor mgreth in
helping individuals successfully navigate postsecondary education and helping individuals



advarce their careers. Stern (2004) points to the fact that many minority employees in

corporate America experience career stagnation after five to seven years of steady

advancement. This pattern does not hold for Fcattino corporate workers (Stern, 2004)he

low representation of Latinos in the upper echelons of corporations makes it difficult fordower

level Latino employees to indentify mentors with similar ethnic and cultural backgrounds.

Without these mentors, Latino employees have a harder time iinguout the culture and

unwritten procedures of higher levels of corporate work (Stern, 2004). Holvino (2008)

emphasizes that diversity can be both maintained and increased when employers respect the

Odzf G dzZNB 2F GKSANI [ I GA yd2NIgt2 Ni| BNIELGG & £h3dziil f 2AMyAAYYER A6

1 & C I 4]k the\importance of close, protective and extended family relations versus
the Anglo importance of the individual and the nuclear family;

f dal OKAayY2 @&cgandeNdlatighs Eh¥rg males dominate, being
resporsible for protecting and providing for the family while the women nurture,
serve and sacrifice for their families (following the model of the Virgin Mary) versus
Anglo gender relations where gender equality is stressed through no necessarily
observed,;

1 &t SMalismoc forging meaningful, personal and trusting relations versus Anglo
relations based on instrumental and economic gains;

T & { A Y Ll firambotih@ Beasant relations and positive situations, and avoiding
conflict and disharmony versus the Anglo bkthat conflict is necessary and
AYSOAGLIoES YR daé2dz OFy Qi LJ SFHaS SOSNERO2F

1 a/ 2t f Sc@mphadis énYhe needs of the group before the individual versus the
Anglo emphasis on individual needs and capabilities;

T at NBaSy il GAceS$ A NBaSy (IHKEBA ZFyzi dzNB A & dzy OSNI | .
control versus an Anglo future time orientation that involves visioning and goal
setting; and

f awSaLlSoiz2 I yR Ke¢highkegad?giabted toparsoistbgtause of
their formal authority, age osocial power versus an Anglo equality ethos where
OKIFffSy3asS (2 | dziK2NA(G& Aa SyO2dz2N} ISR®E

Respect for these cultural scripts, according to Holvino, can help employers of Latino workers
understand their employees and help them thrive.

In addition to beingundereducated, undocumented and cultural scripts, Latinos also find that

they typical pathways to better employment for immigrants is blocked by the employment
communities. Recent researtbund that there is a high level of specialization and niche
establishment for immigrant workers. According to Lui (2011), labor niches are created

especially within immigrant communitiegby social networks. In many cases, immigrant

workers are offered positions due to the recommendations eb&cceworkers or imividuals

who previously held the position. lronically, the strength of these labor niche markets can
KAYRSN)I AYVRAGARdzZIt aQ FoAfAGASE (G2 OKIy3S 2206a



Finally gender plays a large role in employment opportigs. Historically, minority

populations have been forced to rely upon domestic services as a stable form of income, where
women make up the largest proportion of workers. Housekeepers,-gdteys, waitresses,

etc. are lowskill, lowpay positions thatavor women over menOne result of immigration

from Mexico to the United States is that commonly families need to rely on two incomes rather
than a single income provided, traditionally, by the man in the relationship. This cultural
change can alter pger dynamics within relationships causing men to see their partners as
threatening (Grzywacet. al.,, 2009). While this does not increase the overall rate of domestic
violence, changes in power dynamics can intensify or alter the nature of domesticconf
(Grzywacet. al.,, 2009)’

The result of poor education, being forced into cultural employment niches, over dependence
on female labor, etc. is a weakened labor force for the Denver area. Recent data from the
Current Population Survey shows tlgathile growing in numbersthe Latino population is far
from being a viableontributor to the local economy. The chart below shows the general
occupations of Latino workers. Combined, slightly more than 15% of the Latino workforce
considers themselves toe professional or a manager. At the same time over 45% work in jobs
that require little or no education, and are among the first to be cut in bad economic times.

Current Type of Jokb
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" Discussed in greater dertail in the Community and safety section.
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The result is a lack of purchasing power, economic instabilitylisuited options for the next

generation. For Latinos living in the Denver area, the chart below shows the total annual income for tis
previous year (CPS, 2011). Nearly-thicds of adults (66.5%) make less than $50,000. For Metro
Denver, the mediamcome for 2009 was over $59,000S Census, 2010)
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Findings: Health

Urban Latino populations are confronted with health concerns specific to Latinarewahd

urban location. Divided into two large categorigadividualhealth concers and community
health concerns- the literature shows that Latinos face higher risks of illness, poor health
status, and lack of use or limited access to health services (Fbralks,2002; Laraet. al.,

2005). Individual health concesrtovered in the literature include: prenatal care, obesity rates,
alcohol and substance use, mental health, and youth illness rates. Many of these concerns
stem from greater communit{evel issues for urban Latinos including limited access to health
care cultural health attitudes, attitudes held by public health professionals, and community
planning.
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The map(above) shows the neighborhoods more likely to have educated adult Latinos. The
darker grey areas have fewkatinos in the resident population, but they are more likely to
have at least some college. On the other hand,lidjet green areas have a larger
concentration of adult Latinos who are less educatetbst without a high school diploma or
equivalent.
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Combined with lower spending on health cameap above) which shows the average per capita
household spendig on health caf&(ACS 2009)he area just east of Mountain Viegthe
immediate service area of SDLR, holds a population that has fewer educated batin@s

lower per capita expenditure on health caréogether with high density population, lower
education and fewer household doliaspent on health care results in higher rates of
contagious illness, diabetes, obesity, and poor health habits.

Compared to the national average, Latinos in the United States have lower mortality rates than
non-Latino whites and noi.atino blacks (Lart. al.,2005); however, as demonstrated in

Latino youth, there are disproportionate disparities between Latinos andlatimo ethnic

groups in many areas of health care (Flegesal.,2002). Florest. al.,found that Latino youth,
controlling for famly income and parental education, are more likely than their-hatino

8 The lighter the color, the less Latino households spend on health care.
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One area where the disparities between Latino and-hatino yuth are profound is mental
health. Latino youth have a disproportionately high level of morbid depression, phobias and
fears, anxiety or panic, and attempted suicide than any other youth demographic (Btoeds
2002; Garciat. al.,2008). Accordig to Florest. al.,19% of adolescent Latinas have

attempted suicide, compared to 9% of their white peers and 8% of their black peers (2002).
Garciaet. al.,in 2008 found slightly lower numbers ranging from 6% to 18.5% for different high
school age andender groups. Latina youth consistently had higher reported levels of both
suicidal thoughts and suicide attempts than any other gender and racial/ethnic group (Garcia
et. al.,2008). Garciat. al.,also found that higher parental involvement and fangbnnectivity
lowered the risk of individual suicidal tendencies (2008). Further complicating this situation is
GKIFIG [FdAy2a INB aairdyAFAiaolryidte tfSaa tA1Ste i
AffySaaetal, 200 Badi@tial.,in 2008 also found that there is a high level of need
for mental health services among older Latinos.

There is also a markedly high prevalence of dental problems for Latino children than their non
Latino counterparts (Florest. al.,2002). In a 2010 national survey, Sanders found that
immigrant Latinos have slightly better oral health thanlé#n Latinos. Sanders attributes this
difference to cultural differences including language barriers and lack of access to dental
facilitiesand professionals (2010). Fewer Latino youth receive dental care than their white
counterparts (Florest. al.,2002).

Woodet. al.,in 1995 completed a study on immunization status for 3 month and 24 molath
urban Latinos and African Americans. Tfaynd that at 3 months old 70% of Latino children
are upto-date on their immunizations; this drops to 42% of Latino children beirgpgate on
their immunizations at 24 months old (Woed al.,2005). Their study compared types of

health care plans ahfound that Latino children were less likely to betogdate on their
immunizations at 24 months of age using private health care providers or health maintenance
organizations than if they used public clinics (Wetdal.,1995).

The SDLR Needs Assessment Sishays that as women receive less healthuaseling, their
overall Wellness (concern about nutrition, insurance, exercise) diminishes. Since women are
more often than not responsible for getting their children immunizeasth children of

mothers without access to health counseling are less likely to receive the full immunization
slate.



Importance of Wellness Educatior
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Educating womemespecially mothers of small childreon the value of simplaygiene,
nutrition, safe cooking methal and general child wellness, has profound impacts on the
physical and mental webeingof the entire family. Not only are the children healthier as a
result of bettertrained parents, the third generation (children of the children) are healthier,
see hysicians at a more regular rate, and receive immunizations on time.

Obesity and being overweight acemmon health problems for Latinos. Floetsal.,found

GKFO a[ldAy2 o602e8a FTNB GKS Y2ad 20SNBSAIKEG |
N} OAlft Kk SGKYAO IANRdzZLJA 2F ! { OKAfRNBY>X¢é OHANANH
differences where diet (Lart. al.,2005) and cultural acceptability being overweight

(Barroscet. al.,2010) encourage more fuligured bodytypes. Barroset. al.,conducted a

focus group study in Houston at the University of Texas Health Science Center where they
F2dzy RS aGh¥F LI NI A Odzt | Nlttacked © t&ardeptande and tol&rénceiof f A Sy
overweight, sexual attraction of overweight, preference of overweight by elders, and barriers to
KSIfGgKeé SHFGAYy3a YR I OGAGS ftAQAYIZE OHAMANULO
more fulkfigured individuds than skinny individuals in terms of sexual and (assumed)

personality attraction, citing that men who are bigger are more protective and women who are
full-figured are more confident (Barrost. al.,2010). Additionally, the study cited cultural

econonmic shifts where the MexicaAmerican diet has become more fatty and unhealthy due

to the increased availability of foods that were once considered to be special occasion foods

and now are daily fare (Barroso. al.,2010).

Y R
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The chart below shows tharojected obesity rate foHispaniachildren in Colorad¢YRBSS
2009). Regardless of genddretrate forHispanicyouth is nearly double that for whites.



Hispanic males are especially susceptib2 20 SaA (e o t 22NJ RASG Aa |
unfamiliarity with new foodstuffs for recent immigrants, school lunch programs that are high in

fat and sodium, and highly successful fast food industry that caters to individuals with lower
incomes and is all too readily available in minority neighborhoods.

2009 Colorado Youth Obesity Rat

15 -

10 1 m White
Hispanic

5 - p

0 T T 1

Male Female Total

| Kt ST ¢SttSSyx YR YAYZ Ay (KSANEZE®UhdzZRE aC2?2
that Latino families are more likely than ndatino families; controlling for other factorg to

experience food insufficiency or insecurity worries (2007). Most of the worry was economically
based where families were concerned about not haviufficgent money or Food Stamps for

food. Chéavez, Telleen, and Kim indicate that there is a greater need for screening and program
outreach to low income, immigrant Latino families (2007).

It is also not young people who are at risk due to poor dietcukuration can have both
negative and positive impactsiondividual health for all agesChanges in community
structure, values, and famiynit behavior before and after immigration influenaad
sometimes aggravatthe acculturation process. Gendsalresearchers found that some level
of community fracturing takes place where substance abuse (smoking, alcohol abuse, and drug
use) become more acceptable in the US community compared to the community of origin (Lara,
et al.,2005); but there are othelgss noticeable areas where community or culturbiased
health disparities manifest themselveparticularly as it concerns food choice.
1 There is a relative abundance of fatty, highdium, and nutrierpoor foods in
American urban communities which enables poor nutrition.
1 The negative impact of acculturation on birth outcomes comes from a combination of
lack of access to health facilisi@nd health care, poor prenatal nutrition, and increased
substanceuse during pregnancy (Lara et. al., 2005).

While researchfound that acculturation has a negative impact on substance abuse, dietary
practices, and birth outcomes (which are heavilyatedl to substance abuse and diet), whereas



acculturation has positive impacts on health care services use angeseptions of health
(Lara, et. al.2005).

An important part of maintaining healthy populations, in addition to adequate public health
services and access to health care, is the availability of healthy food omtioamely fruits and
vegetables For Latino and other ethnigcial minority populations, culturally specific foods
contribute to maintaining traditions and reinforcingayp identity within a foreignmainstream
culture. Having both culturally specific and healthy food options available in underserved
Latino populations, especially urban areas, can facilitate healthier diets (Giigsisgainet.
al.,2010). In a study compled by Grigsbyoussainet. al.,researchers found that there is
GEAYAGSR [ OFLAflroAftAGE 2F 020K O2YY2yteée O2yadzy
food stores located in majority Africalimerican and Latino neighborhoaésThe chart above

(US Dept. of Agriculture, 2011), shows how culture imphetdthyfood choice. The

percentage oMexican Americans eigig dark green vegetablg8.2%) is far lesghan whites
(9.6%). The same with loat milk (17.6% of Hispanics) compared with 308%vhites.

While the average citizen can do much to improve their diets and avoid heart disease, stroke,
obesity, and diabetes, the Latino community is at higher risk.

Mexican Other
Food item Americans Hispanics Whites
Readyto-eat cereals 26.2 23.9 30.3
Rice 14.7 29 6.1
Pasta 3.7 6.6 8.3
Dark green vegetables 3.2 5.2 9.6
Deep yellow vegetables 9.3 8.6 14.2
Tomatoes 46.2 40.1 39.1
Green beans 3.4 6.3 8.1
Citrus 29.1 29.6 26.1
Other (noncitrus) fruits 43.8 37.7 40.4
Whole milk 375 31.3 15.2
Low fat milk 17.6 19.4 30.3
Beef 25.9 25.3 20.5
Processed meats (hot dogs, sausages, luncheon meats) 235 24.2 32.7
Eggs 29.8 24.4 16.9
Legumes 30.6 23.5 11.8
Fats and oils (table fats and salad dressings) 36.9 44 59

Sugars and candy 46 49.3 54.7



Although more extreme in Latinos of Puerto Rican destiean other Latinos, Researchers
found that half a million Latino children suffer from asthriéofes, et. al.2002). The same
study found that 3% of Mexican American youth, 5% of Cuban American youth and 11% of
Puerto Rican youth ardiagnosed with asthmaThis can be attributed to the fact that 34% of
Latinos, as compared to 17% of blacks ab% bf whites, live in areas with greater exposure to
particulate matter. Overall, Latinos are exposed to more outdoor and indoor air pollutants
including hazardous waste, pesticides, lead, and mercury (Fétrak,2002).

A more impactful problemds in cultural and language barriers that prevent members of the
Latino community from fully utilizing health care faa#igiand health insuranceLanguage
barriers prevent many Latino families from applying for health care from private ladrcpu
insurarce systems. Researgh2 dzy R G KIF G a[lFGAy2a& FNB Y2NB fA1S
any other ethnic group of US children. In comparison, 9% of white, 18% of black, and 17% of
laAlyk t1FOATAO Laft I yrRe\S aDA02). mkBmpreteNi: dzy A y & dzNB
literature review, the studydentified 22 access barriers to health encountered by Latino
childreng and thus their primary caregivegswhich include

1 Poverty,

Low parent education levels,
Transportation issues,

Long waiting time irclinics,

Lower levels of preventative screening,
Fewer drugs prescribed,

Language barriers,

Qultural differences,

No health insurance, and

No regularcare (primary physicians)

= =4 =4 4 -4 -8 4 - 13

They also found that when Latino children do receive care, the qualityeaf ¢are is decidedly

lower than care of youth in other racial/ethnic groups including fewer medical tests and less

time with physicians (Flores. al.,2002). Additionally, Latinos are extremely

underrepresented in all types of health care professionVhereas 16% of youth under 18 are

Latino, Latinos make up only 3% of medical school faculty, 5% of pediatricians, 2.8% of dentists
and 2% of nurses. Floresal.,a 0 1 S &G KS [d-childl satn it d&pgedtdd toNA OA | y
decrease from 17 Latingediatricians per 100,000 Latino children in 1996 to 9 per 100,000 by
HAHPZE OHANNHOO®

Another concern specific to urban Latino populations deals with environmental health impacts.
Unhealthy urban planning can lead to greater levels of obesity, asthndanantal health in

urban populations (Corburn, 2004). Urban environments can limit access to green spaces and
ecosystem benefits associated with natural landscapes (Bolund and Hunhammar, 1999). Urban
environments that incorporate parks and natural elerteenncluding trees and gardens,

facilitate cleaner air and cleaner water (Bolund and Hunhammar, 1999). Additionally, cities



designed to allow for more exerciggncluding walking, biking and runnikgncourage

healthier populations (Frank and Engelk@02). Furthermore, as Martens, Gutscher, and

Bauer found, there are psychological benefits associated with green spaces in cities, regardless
of the type of natural landscape (wilderness or tended) (2011). Overall, increasing access to
green spaces like parks, walking trails, or even trees and gardeoan improve the health of

a community.An environmental scan of the immediate area surrounding SDLR shows multiple
areas of concern for health. The EPA has targeted hazardous waste handlers, addiatean
pollution sources. More importantly, the area has a large proportion of high density, low
income housing and only four parks. There are seven schools, but most do not have adequate
green space for their own activities, much less provide recreatiareas for neighborhood
residents.

* Youth Programs
‘-Other Projects

ki Multifamily HousindProperties

& Eld/Disabled MF Properties

i IRS Low Income Housing Tax Credit Properties

ﬁ.Housingﬁounseling Agency Locations
Revitalization Areas

B - 59.99pPct. of Area Median HH Income
I - 69.9%Pct. of Area Avg. Ownership Rate
mllEPA Air Releases

rIsIEPA Discharges to Water

ﬂ EPAHazardous Waste Generators

I!IEPA Hazardous Waste Handlers

#— Park
|i| School

In addition to few recreationadpportunities, limited green space, high population density,
higher pollutiondevels and childhood obesity, other, more contemporary health issues wear
on the Hispanic community. Immunizations, parental depression, diapateslimited access
to health care are key contributors to poor overall community health.
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HIV/AIDS infectias in the Latino community is a legitimate source of concern considering that

Latino youth are the fastest growing ethnic demographic in the United States and are at
considerable risk for HIV and other sexually transmitted infections (STIs) (Lescana, Brown

Raffaelli, and Lima, 2009). Latino youth in the United States have been found to begin sexual
activity at an earlier age and use protection during sex less consistently compared to their white
LISS NA & I OO2NRAY 3 G2 [ Sa Orpaferl b otheN@haiggroups,k T FI St f
[FGAy2a NB tSaa tA1Stfe (2 RAaAO20OSNI KSe& I NB
O2yUNROdzi Sa RANBOGfe (G2 KAIKSNI RSFGK NIXaGSag¢ o
knowledge about HIV/AIDS, recked health care access, and language or cultural barriers
experienced by Latinos in the United States (Lescano, Brown, Raffaelli and Lima, 2009). The
influence of acculturation on Latinos also leads to divergent and unexpected patterns. For

example, lesacculturated female Latinos have more negative attitudes toward cordsen

and more inaccurate and negative perceptions concerning STIs (especially HIV/AIDS); at the

same time, they are more likely to delay sexual activity and have fewer sexual partners

(Lescano, Brown, Raffaelli and Lima, 2009). Programs that simultaneously increase knowledge
about sexual activity and HIV/AIDS as well as remain sensitive to the culture of Latino

communitiesg especially putting emphasis on famggan help reduce the ta of HIV/AIDS for

Latino adolescents (Lescano, Brown, Raffaelli and Lima, 2009).

Adult HPV Vaccinations
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Human Papillomavirus (HPMmunizations can help prevent the spread of HPV and decrease

'y AYRAGARdzZ f Qad OKIyOSa 2F RS@OSt2LIAYy3a OSNBAOI
G/ SNBAOIf OFYyOSNI KFa | KAIKSNI LINBSGIfSyOS NI GS
becatse of poor access to appropriate screening services and lack of education regarding this
preventable disease. Specifically, cervical cancer occurs in Latino women at a rate twice of that
ofnonl AL YAO G6KAGS 62YSy$£¢ 0HnmaiddPVifektidn KA I K NI
combined with Latino underutilization of health services and the HPV immunization prompted



Yeganeh, Curtis and Kuo to investigate parental attitudes towards a potential mandate for HPV
immunization before girls enter middle school aglih school (2010). After surveying parents,

Yeganeh, Curtis and Kuo found that the biggest barrier to HPV immunization was lack of

knowledge about the immunization and HPV itself. When Latino parents knew that the HPV
immunization was nosintrusive and ould prevent cervical cancer, they were more likely to

support their daughter receiving the immunization and/ or a law requiring HPV immunization in
adolescent girls. Yeganeh, Curtis, and Kuo agree with other researchers in recommending

continued emphasi8 Y SRdzOl A2yl f OFYLIAIYyEd dSYLKIFAAT Ay 3
STFAOFIO&8 Ay NBRdAzZOAYy3I OSNBAOLFf OF yOSNIWPE oOoHAMAD

Families coping with a depressed parent/ spouse encounter a range of issues that stem from

GKS LI NByidQa O2y RAaleina gepréssiad cayi ea8sk especiallyisirahg ® a
reactions in children and, in the case of traditional Latino families, in the spouse. Conventional
depression treatments may not be as successful in Latino families; a strieaggld, family

centered approacho dealing with depression and other mental illises was foundo be more

successful. Cultural insensitivity in conventional mental health treatments may be contributing

G2 GKS dzyRSNHziATt AT I GA2Yy 2F YSydalrft KSFHfGK ASND

The rate of diabetes in the Latino population is much higher than that for whites in the United

States. Estimates predict that by the year 2030, 20% of Latinos in the US will have diabetes

(Rosakt. al.,2009). A recent studpund that among Latino cliren there is a high obesity

rate: 39.3% of Latino-6o 11-yearolds are obese compared to 26.2% of their #dispanic

white counterparts James, et al2008). Rosat. al,L g N2 GSZ a! { [lFGAy24a KI @S
prevalence of type 2 diabetes, uncontrolletbetes and diabetes emorbidities compared to

nonf F GAy2 2KAGSa® ¢tKSe Ffaz2 KIF@S f26SNJ fAGSNF
Limited or no access to a usual source of healthcare can further exacerbate the severity of

diabetes (Gonzaleet. al.,2009). According to this studymited access to a usual source of

healthcare is correlated with lower levels of didks awareness (2009). Scientiattribute this

knowledge gap to a variety of factors including lack of access to healthodriow
420A2S02y2YA0 adl Gdzao ¢CKS® gNAGST GC2NJ yz2ald
physician is the primary and most trusted source of reliable health information. Yet, many

Latinos, particularly Mexican Americans, do not have accessatdz dz f & 2 dzZNOS 2 F KS
(Gonzéleet. al.,2009). They also found a gender gap where Latino men had a poorer

understanding of diabetes than Latinas.

In sum.efforts to increase access to healthcare to Latinos in the United Statdgfforts to

control diabetes and help lowmcome Latinos control their weight and related ilinesses need to
be culturally ad language sensitive. A recently completed study followedraventional

diabetes prevention programwhichwas translated into Spanish by naispeakers and
implemented with a communitgchool partnership (2009). The program had a staggering 93%
retention rate (Merriamet. al, 2009). Programs that target child obesity and eating habits see
success in the Latino community when parents areatliyanvolved, becoming role models and
learning about healthy lifestyle choices (Jareesal, 2008).



Findings: Community and Safety

Often, there are some areas of community interest that do not seem apparent to those living
outside that community.In these cases, there are certain assumptions made K9 bof f SR & 2 dzi
AARSNAER ¢ NBIFINRAYI (KS-AAEKENBPZNEt RERKRO @A dzR 8 &
have paid particular attention to this phenomenqaspecially related to violence. Wi
reactions to violence have been documented, the intensity to which some communities
tolerate violence compared to others varies greatly. Violence for the contemporary community
ranges from school punishments and neighborhood violence on children ®yar &8 Q NB I O A 2
to the threat of terrorism, food security, and domestic violence. Topics discussed in this needs
assessment for the Latino community include:

1 Reactions to the threat of terrorism

Housing

Neighborhood violence
Delinquent and adolescent cras
School punishments

Injuries and safety
Foodavailability

Domestic violence

Sexual Abuse

Senior services
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Reactions to the Threat of Terrorism

Several years ago, research&and intriguing results from their November 2001 nationwide
adzZNSe 2F LI NByGa O2yOSNYyAy3d OKAfRNByQa SY2i(A
found that comparatively, Latino parents and parents with lower household incomes reported
greaterterrorism-related reactons from their children. The scientistsefined reactions as

anything from increased worrying by children, more attention to the news, concerns that the

child or their loved ones will be the target of an attack, expressing mord teebe emotionally

close to parents/ loved ones, and similar reactiogg(n, et al.2004). Strikingly, Latino

children showed more psychological reactions to terrorism than any other ethnicity of children,
according to their survey.

Housing

Racidsegregation in housing exists in the United Statesdss factoresult of socieeconomic

differences between races/ ethni@s and outgroup preferences-mostly by whites selecting

against neighborhoods with high Latino African American populatior{tewis, Emerson, and

Klineberg, 2011). While this de facto segregation is not the result of a specific policy or set of
policies, it has important implications for minority communities, including school quality,

community resources, and individual attites. Agraditional school districts are geographically
designed, and thus geographically limited, housing and neighborhood segregation leads to
a0K22ft aSaNBIALGA2yd Il OO2NRAY3I (2 CNIXyl1SyoSNH



and Latino studets than they have been since prior to 1970 and the adoption efdaching
RS&aSANBIAFGAZ2Y LI yaodé lf 6K2dzAAK [FGAy2a OlFy o
predominantly Latino neighborhoods, structural segregation disadvantages the entire

community by limiting diversity, promoting igroup behaviors, and potentially enabling the

worst effects of segregation (Frankenberg, 2009; Lewis, Emerson and Klineberg, 2011).

In addition to having to attend poorer, less rigorous schdadginos suffer fom housing
discrimination in many urban areas. A study completed by Tr&ddriguez (2002009)
examined instances of housing discrimination against Latinos in the Chicago area, specifically
0KS / KAOF3A2 &dzo dzNb & @ Ly KK ONy3a 200K S StyriiNR Fvidip s
1960s, created cheap housing opportunities in inner cities for minorities. Currently, many
Latino families are attempting to move into suburbs, but they are faced with discriminatory
housing practiceg ranging from intentonal attitudes taken by the real estate and banking
industries to insufficient education about public housing opportunities (TrdRbériguez,
20082009). Suburban communities also have adopted the practice of zoning out multifamily
units which are moreféordable to lowincome (minority) families (TrocHeodriguez, 2008
2009). According to this research
¢ KS SEGNBYS 2dzi02YS 2F (GKS 101 27F | F1
homelessness. Homelessness looks different for Latinos, which is
mitigated to the extent that.atino families doubleip to share
living space. However, since doubhmgis construed as
2OSNONRGRAYI o0& GKS 20t IdziK2NARGASAX
resolve homelessness internally is sharcuited and ultimately
produces a homeless populati@

The modern rise in homelessness comes predominantly from the increasing economic
marginality of the poor through a reduced supply of {omeome housing and fewer jobs for
unskilled or semskilled workersa ¢ I 1 Sy (23S0 KSNE risiKgaverty eied\NHzO G dzN.
changes in the market economy, cuts in public welfare programs, shortage of affordable
housing, and gentrification) effectively made poor people poorer and at greater risk for

K2 YSt S aMolh§ a080). Homeless men, in particulaevelop strong social networks

with other homeless men to pool resources and irase survivability However, Spanish

speaking Latino homeless men have smaller networks which tend to be limited by culture or in
the case of recent immigrants country aigin. The smaller social network employed by
Spaniskspeaking Latino homeless men (as compared to African American and BSypgking
Latino homeless men) decreases their ability to survive on the streets. Homeless Latinas, like
homeless women of angthnicity, tend to take more advantage of social services or are only
temporarily homelesg finding shelter and living arrangements with family (Molina, 2000).

Neighborhood Violence

Communities both positively and negatively influence children and their socialization. For many
urban youth, higher crime and violence levels increase their exposure to dangerous situations
and stress levels. Rasmussen, Aber and Bhana completed a sthdywadolescents cope

with neighborhood violence (2004). Acknowledging that each neighborhood and adolescent is



different, Rasmussen, Aber, and Bhana find that there are divergences in coping strategies

based on gendear and more secondarily ethnicitythat exceed expected variance (2004).

They found that females are more likely to cope with violence by seeking social support,

including association with gangs to avoid sexual victimization; boys, conversely, are more likely

to deal with situations ondy-one and individually. If boys associate with gangs, it is to avoid
victimization by the gangs themselves rather than to avoid violence in general (Rasmussen,

Aber, and Bhana, 2004). Gender and ethnicity affected female adolescents more than males.
Theywriil S aLYyGSNBadAy3Ites ISYRSNI RAFFSNBYyOSa gAi
suggest that females are more susceptible to ciosgihborhood and crossthnicity
RAFFSNBYOSas GgAGKX[FGAYlFra NBLR2NIOAY3 aidkh8 KA 3
f26SaiG Ay 26 ONRYS [ NBlFaé¢ O6HAANNOD tKA& TFA
by their communities.

Neighborhood violence also influences how parents approach the safety and upbringing of their
children. CrufSantiago and Raneiz Garcia completed a study in 2011 that examined parenting
techniques of Mexica\merican parents living in higholence neighborhood. They found

three main parenting approaches:

(1) protecting adolescents from neighborhood violence,

(2) building strog parentadolescent relationships, and

600 | RRNBaaAy3d Odz (GdzNI f RA JA R SantisgGandRaudisez LI NBy
Garcia, 2011).

Parents reported having to deal with a variety of parenting challenges ranging from gang

violence, to threat of sexual assault (especially for parents of females), to racism incurred from

other minoritiesin the neighborhood Culturally prevalent parentintechniques, especially

valuing family and respect, were the most successful at preventing adolescent exposure to

violence and gangs.
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strategies that parents use for monitoring and protectihgit
children, as well as working with them to develop additional ones
GKIEG NB FLLINRLINAEFGS F2N 6KSANI O2y0SEGO®
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more effective and sdainable they are likely to b¢CruzSantiago
and Ramirez Gargi2011).4

Simlarly, the researchooked at how parents perceived the impact their neighborhoods had
upon their children. Looking at data from parents in disadvantaged neighborhood
environments scattered across Denve€glorado. They found that many leémcome parents
see their neighborhoods as sources of positive influeneespecially with community efficacy,
socialization, and social netwonkslespite obvious weaknesses including increased violence
and fewer resource@Galster and Santiago, 2006).



Delinquent/ Adolescent Crimes

Like other large cities, crime comtteid by Denver youth (aged 1) is concentrated in the
higher density areaACS, 2007). Consistent with the Galster study, there is orighél\sl

higher incident rate for youth who are Hispanic over white, but it is not statistically significant.
What is significant, however, is the rate at which Latino youth find themselves in the juvenile
justice system. According tduman Rights Watct?6.7% of Latinos in Colorado have been
incarcerated.

The map below shows the level of crime committed by Latino youth in the greater Denver area. The
higher the level of crime, the more orange the area on the map. Please not that the green areas are
more affluent areas and also carry higher levels of education and employment for {&é a§e group.



